Characters
harry hope, proprietor of a saloon and rooming house *
ed mosher, Hope’s brother-in-law, one-time circus man *
pat mcgloin, one-time Police Lieutenant *
willie oban, a Harvard Law School alumnus *
joe mot t, one-time proprietor of a Negro gambling house
piet wetjoen ( ‘‘the general’’ ),
one-time leader of a Boer commando *
cecil lewis ( ‘‘the captain’’ ),
one-time Captain of British infantry *
james cameron ( ‘‘jimmy tomorrow’’ ),
one-time Boer War correspondent *
hugo kalmar, one-time editor of Anarchist periodicals
l arry sl ade, one-time Syndicalist-Anarchist *
rocky pioggi, night bartender *
*Roomers at Harry Hope’s.

don parrit t *
pearl *
margie *
cora

}

street walkers

chuck morello, day bartender *
theodore hickman (hickey), a hardware salesman
moran
lieb
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Scenes
act one
Back room and a section of the bar at Harry Hope’s—
early morning in summer, 1912.

act t wo
Back room, around midnight of the same day.

act three
Bar and a section of the back room—morning of the following day.

act four
Same as Act One. Back room and a section of the bar—
around 1:30 a.m. of the next day.
Harry Hope’s is a Raines-Law hotel of the period, a cheap ginmill
of the ﬁve-cent whiskey, last-resort variety situated on the downtown West Side of New York. The building, owned by Hope, is a
narrow ﬁve-story structure of the tenement type, the second ﬂoor a
ﬂat occupied by the proprietor. The renting of rooms on the upper
ﬂoors, under the Raines-Law loopholes, makes the establishment
legally a hotel and gives it the privilege of serving liquor in the back
room of the bar after closing hours and on Sundays, provided a meal
is served with the booze, thus making a back room legally a hotel restaurant. This food provision was generally circumvented by putting
a property sandwich in the middle of each table, an old desiccated
ruin of dust-laden bread and mummiﬁed ham or cheese which only
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the drunkest yokel from the sticks ever regarded as anything but a
noisome table decoration. But at Harry Hope’s, Hope being a former
minor Tammanyite and still possessing friends, this food technicality is ignored as irrelevant, except during the ﬂeeting alarms of
reform agitation. Even Hope’s back room is not a separate room, but
simply the rear of the barroom divided from the bar by drawing a
dirty black curtain across the room.
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